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and Burgesses shall repaire to James Cittie then and there to 
determine and conclude all such matters as then shalbe thought 
fitt and necessary to be concluded and Enacted, whether it bee 
for matters already begune or other matters that shall a newe. be 
p' posed that may redowne to the hon OT of his Ma' 1 *, and to the 
good of this Collony: Provided that if a newe Gov' nor Arrive 
in the Interim, that either newe summons be expected from him, 
or a Confirmation of this A'jor'ment. 

Signed at James Cittie. 

Concor. Cum. origin, teste me: 

Geo. Read, Deput. Secret. 
Vera Copia: 

F * * * Cooke, Clr. Cur. 



SELECTIONS FROM THE CAMPBELL PAPERS. 



( Virginia Historical Society Collection.) 



[In 1848 and 1849 Charles Campbell, the Virginia historian, 
gave the Virginia Historical Society a large number of old docu- 
ments, bound in five portfolios. These papers seem chiefly to 
come from the Bland collection, which Mr. Campbell made use 
of in his published Bland Papers (2 vols, in all, Petersburg, 
1840-43.) 

Only one of the papers here printed was included in the Bland 
Papers, and that very imperfectly. 

Charles Campbell, of Petersburg, Va., a son of John Wilson 
Campbell, a bookseller of the same place (who published a 
History of Virginia — Phil., 1813), was born in 1807, and died 
July 1 1, 1876. He graduated at Princeton in 1825, and through- 
out life was a devoted student of Virginia history. More than 
any one else who wrote on the subject, he was personally 
acquainted with the scenes of the events he described. Having 
a wide acquaintance throughout the country, it was his custom to 
travel on foot or horseback through the Country, and, note book in 
hand, study the very spots where the people of note in our history 
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had lived, and the places where events of interest had occurred. 
Besides the Bland Papers and the Byrd Papers and his many 
contributions to the Virginia Historical Register and the Southern 
Literary Messenger he published (Phil.,'i86o), his History of 
the Colony and Ancient Dominion of Virginia, which still remains 
the best work treating of the whole colonial period. 

Mr. Campbell was one of the best friends of the Virginia 
Historical Society, and one of those whose memory it should 
hold in highest honor.] 



Lieutenant Baylor Hill * to Col. Theoderick Bland. f 

King and Queen, May 5, 1778. 

Sir, — Since my return from petersburg I have had but bad 
success in recruiting or purchasing horses for there has been but 
two musters or any publick meeting since my return. I have 
not enlisted a man but have a promise of one or two on Saterday 
Se' night next, when their will meet two Companys of Malitia. I 



* Baylor Hill of King and Queen county, Va., was Cornet 1st Conti- 
nental Dragoons, December 4, 1776; Lieutenant, 1777; Captain, 1780; 
served to January, 1783. 

t Theoderick Bland, Jr., was son of Colonel Theoderick Bland, of 
"Cawsons," Prince George county, and his wife, Frances, daughter of 
Drury Boiling of the same county. He was born in 1742, at school in 
Yorkshire, Eng., 1753-58, a student of medicine at Edinburgh, 1761-63, 
taking his M. D. at that University, and returned to America to begin 
the practice of his profession. This did not prove congenial to him and 
was not long continued. He was an ardent supporter of the American 
cause during the revolutionary period, and entered the army at the 
beginning of the war. He was commissioned Captain Virginia Light 
Dragoons, June 14, 1776, Major of same December 4, 1776; Colonel 1st 
Continental Dragoons, March 31, 1779, and resigned December 10, 1779. 
In 1778 he was in command of the troops guarding the British prisoners 
at Charlottesville. He was elected to Congress in 1780, but in April, 
1781, his plantation " Farmingdell," Prince George county, was so devas- 
tated by the British troops that he had to return home. He remained 
a member of Congress until 1783, and then retired to his home; but 
was elected member of the first United States Congress and died June 
1, 1790, while attending the session in New York. Col. Bland married 
Martha Dangerfield. His will was printed in this Magazine, III, 315. 
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bought a horse yesterday for one hundred pounds, riseing four 
year old, stout and strong good bay and I believe he will make 
a good trooper, and has a promise of one more, but will not be 
delivered till the last of May, if he is not too much worsted by 
going a Journy, the owner would [part] with on no other terms, 
he is a sorrel full sise 9 years old this spring, for sixty pounds. 
I expect to get a horse or two more next saterday (perhaps a 
man), but they seem very dull of hearing of going into service, 
my best endeavors shall not be wanting in geting them if possi- 
ble, an other draft is talk'd of here, should that take place I am 
most certain I should get men. Horses have been raised in 
price very considerable within these weeks past. Major Wash- 
ington, I am told, went as far as 150^ for one horse in this 
neighbourhood & upwards of 120^ for another, which makes 
those who have horses * * * believe we will give any price. 
I have been in perfect health since my return and my party have 
also. Two of the horses got foundered in returning, but has 
recover' d. 

I am 

Your Most H'ble Servt., 

Baylor Hill. 

[Addressed]: Colo. Theo* Bland, near Petersburg. 



Order Against Gaming in the Army. 

Oct' 24, '78. Off. 

Field Off for tomorrow: Colo. Henley.* 

Rgt. for duty: Colo. Henley's. 

A General Court Mart 1 will sit to-morrow at the President's 
Quarters at 10 o'clock for the tryal of all the prisoners belonging 
to the Army under the Provost Guard. Each Batt" will furnish 
four Captains as members. Lt. Colo. Simms will preside. Lt. 
Coleman will act as Judge Advocate. 

The General positively forbids the practice of Gaming in the 
Corps, and assures the Officers and Soldiers that offenders of 
this nature shall not be overlook' d. 

•Colonel David Henley, of Massachusetts, who commanded one of 
the sixteen additional Continental regiments. 
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He is certain that the Gentlemen and others, can find means 
of amusement without application to this vile resource, attended 
with so many ill consequences, and therefore forbids this practice 
under any pretence whatever. Exercises conducive to Health 
only excepted where no wagers are to be laid. This to be a 
standing order & to be read by the Adjutants at the heads of 
their respective Regiments at roll calls this evening. 



Robert L. Hooper, Jr., to Colonel Theoderick Bland. 

Sherrards, Decern. 5th, 1778.* 

Sir, — Late last Evening I received your Favour of the 3d In- 
stant from Hacketts Town, and it is with pleasure I can inform 
you that everything necessary for the Transportation and accomo- 
dation of the Convention Troops thro' Buck's County [Pa.], is 
ready & that I have given timely & proper notice to every Q' 
Mas', Forage Mas' and Commissary on the line of your March 
to Lancaster. I have provided Lodging for you & have a genteel 
reserve for whom you please to Appoint. 

Col. Erwin, of Buck's, says he received and forwarded your 
Order to the Militia Officer & that he thinks the Guards will be 
ready. Three hundred stand of provincial arms are arrived at 
this post. 

An Issuing Commissary is wanted at this place on the Penn- 
sylvania Shore for the Militia. 

I shall wait to receive you on the West Bank of Delaware. 

I am Sir your most humb 1 Serv't, 

Robt. L. Hooper, Jr., 
D. Q. M. Gen. 
Colo. Bland. 

[Addressed]: To Col. Bland, Commanding the Convention 
Troops, Pitts Town. 



* This letter was in regard to the removal of the ' ' Convention Troops, ' ' 
Burgoynes captured army, from Massachusetts to Charlottesville, Va. 
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St. George Tucker * to Theoderick Bland. 

[Jan. 3d, 1781.J 

If you have received my last volume, which I presume you 
have by this time, you must be convinced that your complaints 
are ill founded. You have received as much paper from me since 
you left Virginia as would * * * [worn off] continental 

* St. George Tucker, son of Henry Tucker, of Bermuda, was born at 
Port Royal, on that island, June 27, 1752, and came to Virginia in 177 1 
to enter William and Mary College. After graduation he commenced 
the practice of law; served in the Revolution as Colonel of Militia; was 
chosen in 1787 a Judge of the General Court; in 1789 Professor of Law 
at William and Mary; in 1804 a Judge of the Court of Appeals of Vir- 
ginia, and in 1813 Judge of the United States Circuit Court. He was a 
member of the Annapolis Convention of 1786. Judge Tucker published 
several pamphlets on political and legal subjects, and an edition of 
Blackstone. He married, first, September 22d, 1777, Frances, daughter 
of Colonel Theoderick Bland, Sr., of "Cawsons," Prince George, and 
widow of John Randolph, of "Mattoax," Chesterfield county (John 
Randolph, of Roanoke, was her son), and secondly,' in 1791, Lelia, 
widow of George Carter, and daughter of Sir Peyton Skipwith; but had 
no issue by the second marriage. Judge Tucker died November 10, 
1828. 

The family to which Judge Tucker belonged has made its name dis- 
tinguished in Bermuda and the United States, England and India. 

The invasion referred to in this' letter, was that commanded by Arnold, 
who commenced to advance up James river on January 4th. Richmond 
was occupied, and much public and private property destroyed here and 
on the river below. On the 20th Arnold returned to Portsmouth having 
encountered little opposition. On March 27th he was joined by General 
Phillips, and the united forces again advanced up the river, capturing 
Petersburg on April 24, after a sharp action with the Americans under 
Steuben. From Petersburg the British force proceeded to Manchester, 
and thence again down the river, doing great damage wherever they 
passed. 

There is a considerable amount of information in regard to this period 
in the Calendar of Virginia State Papers, and Hon. F. T. Lassiter, of 
Petersburg, has recently published in the Sewanee Review, a minute 
and careful study of this invasion. But though Mr. Lassiter states the 
facts exactly (if one were of tender State pride, it might be said, bluntly), 
he does not go to any extent into the reasons why so poor a defence 
was made. The whole matter is worthy of farther study. 
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Dollars — very little of which has been unoccupied by strokes 
of the pen. I do not accuse you of being in my debt as to 
paper, tho' I think you are as to the Quantum of writing on it. 
The truth is I scarcely know so voluminous a correspondent as 
I am, where I am not constrained to write on Business. As you 
and I, thank Heaven, have very little of that to write about you 
need not fear having long letters from me, whenever a short one 
from you reminds me that I am behind Hand with * * * 
[worn off]. 

Your congratulations on our being delivered from the Philis- 
tines were not ill timed — but that Blessing was of very short 
duration — they returned on the 29th ulto. Their force is vari- 
ously reported — the most concurrent accounts are that there are 
about twenty sail of square rigg'd vessels, besides smaller ones. 
We are informed they are proceeding up James River, and 
yesterday at ten o'clock they were said to be at Burwell's Ferry. 
I have heard of no measures adopted to oppose them. 

It will be time enough when they have ravaged the Banks o 
the rivers, pillaged the * * * [worn off], destroyed their<- 
dwellings, & burnt the towns of Richmond and Petersburg. 
The Assembly broke up yesterday * * * [what ?] they have 
done since the news of this second Invasion I know not; but on 
Monday Coll. Sempt [?] told me the only measure adopted in 
Consequence of Baron Steubens * * * on the state of this 
Country were a * * * two Gallies for the defence * * * 
Does not your Indignation rise against such obstinate lethargic 
torpid wretches. If the other States have no more Energy or 
patriotism among their leaders than Virginia, all the Blood, 
Treasure, oaths and Exertions which have been expended during 
the war will be utterly in vain, for we shall soon be converted to 
Hewers of Wood and Drawers. May Heaven or a Halter mend 
them. 

My Fanny bless'd me with a Son * on the day which these 
accursed wretches made their appearance again — should they 
visit this part of the Country (and I know of nothing to prevent 
them), I shall be much distressed — for to leave her here would 

•The son referred to was the distinguished Judge Henry St. George 
'Tucker, born December 29, 1780. 
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be almost Death to her, and to attempt a removal will, I fear, be 
attended with consequences too fatal for me to think of risquing 
untill the last extremity. She is thank God improving fast. I 
wish I had persisted in removing her to Bizarre, but her unwill- 
ingness, added to her extreme indisposition, as well as poor little 
Fan's Illness, prevented me from executing a project I was much 
bent upon. 

If the Enemy move towards these parts I shall at any rate, I 
believe, attempt to carry her to Bizarre; and if I once get fixed 
there, I think I shant come to Matoax with the Family again in 
a hurry. 

In consequence of your Introduction, I did myself the honor 
of waiting on Mess" Le Marquis et Le Compte. They stay'd 
but one night in Petersburg, being hurried away by the arrival 
of the Force to view Portsmouth if possible — Should either 
return hither whilst I am here I shall pay them every mark of 
respect to which they are most justly entitled from every Ameri- 
can. I am afraid they will conceive no * * * opinion of 
the Gentlemen of Virginia from * * * as they inveigh most 
bitterly against * * * [the lack] of Horses. I am afraid 
they will * * * I had none to sell. 

I intended to have inclosed you a late production of your 
Friend Bays — It is no less than a Poem on the Independence of 
America. Tho' it is neither an Epic Poem nor even an ode, I 
assure you it is a very favorite Bantling, and for a fortnight that 
his Brain was teeming with it you might have discovered that 
the Son of Apollo meditated great things from the dignity or 
Frenzy of his Eye, & the Importance of his Gait. 

If the Philistines permit me leisure enough I will send you a 
Copy by the next post; which I can easily do, as it does not 
contain above two hundred lines — so that you need not be frighted 
from attempting the perusal by the prolixity of the Poem. 

Fanny joins me in offering you & her sister every cordial and 
affectionate wish. Many happy years to you both. But I pray 
Heaven that the remainder of mine may begin more agreeably 
than the present, which was ushered in * * * damned news 
of a fresh Invasion. Adieu & be assured. 
Yours very sincerely, 

Matoax, Jan. 3d, 1781. St. George Tucker. 
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Mons r votre Pere etait chez ajourdoui — el sa post * * * 
[Endorsed]: The hon'ble Theoder'ck Bland, Esquire, Dele- 
gate in Congress, Philadelphia. 



Col. Theoderick Bland, Sr.,* to Theod. Biand, Jr. 

Causons, Mar. 21st, 1781. 
My Dear Theo. : 

I received yours of the 25th of January last by Mr. Parker 
(when I was confined to my Bed with the gout). I have not seen 
that Gentleman neither can I hear any thing of him or the Wil- 
low Trees — the first you sent came to hand and are set out 
in my garden, if they live they may be removed to the places you 
mention in your last. I have been confined near five weeks (and 
am now scarcely able to write, which has prevented sooner.) 
The negroes which you hired of Mrs. Dangerfield have never 
been sent and for. the Following reasons I thought it best to be 
without them this year; about the latter end of January John 
Sturdivant received a letter from Mr. W. Stark informing him 
that four negro women and their children which you hired of 



* Col. Theoderick Bland, Sr., of "Cawsons," Prince George county, 
was born December 2, 1708, was colonel of the Prince George Militia, 
and long clerk of the county. He married, first, in 1739, Frances, 
daughter and heiress of Drury Boiling of Prince George county, and 
secondly. Elizabeth, widow of Rev. William Yates, and daughter of 
Edward Randolph. By his first marriage he had one son, Theoderick, 
and five daughters (see Slaughter's Bristol Parish ) 

There is on record in Amelia county a deed, July 1 r, 1780, from The- 
oderick Bland, Jr., to Theoderick Bland, Sr., both of Prince George, 
reciting that Theoderick Bland, Jr., was entitled to the reversion of 
3,250 acres in Amelia, formerly patented in 1735 by Frances Boiling, late 
the wife of Theoderick Bland, Sr., and mother of Theoderick Bland, Jr., 
and releasing his right in 600 acres during the life of Elizabeth Bland, 
the present wife of Theoderick Bland, Sr. 

There is also in Amelia a deed dated May 8, 1784, from Theoderick 
Bland, Sr., to Wm. Yates, both of Amelia, reciting the fact that the said 
Theoderick Bland by his marriage with Elizabeth Yates, widow, mother 
of the said Wm. Yates, became entitled to several slaves, &c. 

The will of Theoderick Bland, dated July 16, 1783, was proved in 
Amelia; legatees: son Theoderick, wife, daughter Frances Tucker, 
grandsons John Banister and Theoderick Bland Ruffin. Son-in-law [step 
son], William Yates and son-in-law St. George Tucker, &c, executors. 
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Mrs. Dangerfield were at his House and desiring they might be 
sent for, as you wrote me the negroes were to be delivered either 
at Farmingdale or Shirley and never mentioned any of them 
being at Mr. Stark's. I did not know how to act and therefore 
wrote imediately to Mr. Stark to know the names of the negroes 
that I might be certain they were the same that you hired, and 
never received his answer untill the last week in February wh/m 
it was not possable to send for them, there being no person to send 
except Tom Baker, who has behaved extremely well. Ned being 
gone to Amelia and Joe to the enemy, and no ground prepared 
for them owing to the want of their work in the Winter, this 
added to the Consideration of your being Burthened with their 
Taxes which are enormous, to- wit: ,£170 for every hundred pound 
value in Specie (to be paid in paper) with the expense of Feeding 
and Cloathing them induced me not to be concerned with them 
as they were not sent according to agreement as to the others. 
About the same time that Mr. Stark's letter came to hand I 
received one from Mrs. Dangerfield informing me that her 
Negroes were unwilling to come and desiring me to send your 
Overseer for them. I imediately wrote to Bevell desiring if he 
chose to have them at that time of the year to go over for them, 
but for want of their work in the Winter, and their being a 
certain expence without the least profit he refused going, thus 
have I given you the best account I can of those negroes, how 
agreeable it may be to you I Know not, tho' I have acted in this 
(as I would do in every other thing relating to you), in the same 
manner as if it was my own case. Your Brandy and Cyder are 
yet safe in your cellar and I hope will remain so. Your crop of 
corn shall not be sold and at present is safe both from the Enemie 
and the Militia. I shall endevour to dispose of your Tobacco 
and purchase a Bill. I have spake to Mr. Banister about it who 
says he will endeavor to get it done, but when I wrote to you 
further (wherein I mention Mr. Banister's offer to draw in your 
Favour), he then had money in Philadelphia, which he has since 
drawn out as he never heard from you, Mr. Yates' Tobo. is 
ready as to what is due from Mr. Randolph's Estate. You do 
not mention the Quarterly neither can I tell what it is. I shall 
speak to Mr. Tucker as soon as I see him, his family removed 
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to Bizarre on the Enemies approach and I am told he has joined 
G 1 Greene as a Maj' of the Militia, but the truth of it I do not 
know. The indisposition of my wife and self has prevented 
my going to Amelia all this Winter. I have a new overseer there 
and have not seen the plantation since he has been on it, tho' 
God willing I intend up Tomorrow, and in my next will en- 
devour to give you an Account of your Crop. I suppose you 
have heard of the death of Theo. Banister, who died at Mr. 
Booths and has a great carracter given him by Mr. Booth as a 
sensable vertuous Youth and one that would have been an orna- 
ment to his Country, he was taken on Sunday with a pain in his 
head but rested Tolerably well that night, on Monday he had a 
fever and a fitt and on Tuesday he died. Mr. Banister is much 
affected, he has another son Born, who was Baptized Yesterday, 
by the name of Mr. Theo k Blair, he is a fine child. 

Arnold is intrenched at Portsmouth, we have a large body of 
Militia there watching his motions, tho' from all accounts (unless 
Ave can have some assistance from the French with their shipps), 
it will be impossable to drive him from that Post, we are Flattered 
with the hopes of a French Fleet which it is said is expected 
every day, the Marquis is arrived but no Troops has yet appeared. 
I was much pleased at the account you give Mr. Bannister of the 
Count d'Estang's success. We have a report that Great Britain 
has declared War agt. the Dutch and that they have Taken St. 
Eustatia and Currasoe but this wants confirmation, if it is so I 
hope it will be an advantage to America, but whether it will or 
not I am not polatician enough to determine. 

I thank God my wife and self have recovered from our late 
indisposition and are once more able to go out. I have at last 
got the Coach compleated which (including my people's works) 
stands me in fourteen thousand and odd pounds of the present 
money. 

I have sent all my workmen to Amelia to Build me a House 
and shall remove there as soon as I can get one Built. 

God bless you all in which wish my wife Joins. 

Yr. Aff. Father, 

Theo'k Bland. 
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John Banister, Jr.,* to Col. Theod. Bland, Jr. 

Dear Uncle: 

I have delayed writing to you so long that if I thought it 
was even too late to do that which is right I should be almost 
ashamed to do it now, but when you reflect that my Sisters being 
married has occasioned my having been always in the company 
of ladies since my arrival at home, I am sure you love them too 
well yourself not to excuse me. The assembly of which my 
father is one, meets nex Monday week and it is thought will call 
a convention for reconsidering the Constitution. Not long since 
I was in Amelia where every person was in perfect health, tho* 
Grandpappa was not able to walk he informed me of your wish 
to represent the counties either of Amelia or Prince George, in 
the former you were objected to for no other reason than that 
they did not know you, and in the latter you were not proposed 
and Colo. Ben Harrison, of Brandon, and Mr. Edmond Ruffin 
were elected, so far for Domestic intelligence but as to foreign 
we have none. If you will be so good as to give me some I 
shall be much obliged as there is a total stagnation of everything 
here. Present my love to my Aunt and Rob., tell the former 
they are all well at Mr. Aliens having seen them a few days 
since. 

I subscribe myself with the greatest 

affection your Nephew, 

J. Banister. 
W m, Burgh, April 28th, 1782. 

[Addressed]: Hon'ble Theoderick Bland, Esq'r, 
Pr. Post. in Congress, Philadelphia. 

[Endorsed]: J. Banister, Junior's letter. 

•John Banister, Jr., was the son of John Banister, of " Battersea," 
near Petersburg, and his first wife Elizabeth, daughter of Theoderick 
Bland, Sr. The elder John Banister was a colonel in the Revolution 
and member of the old Congress. John Banister, Jr., married Elizabeth 
Hill, daughter of James Parke Farley (and Elizabeth Hill Byrd his wife), 
but had no issue. 
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James Hunter to Col. Theod. Bland, Jr. 

Richmond, May, 1782. 
Dear Sir: 

I am much indebted to your polite attention of the 23 ult. 
& took Care to forward in the enclosed to your Lady to whom 
I represented that Mrs. Tucker had rec'd such of the Estate 
Tobacco as had come down, I believe only two hhds. and tend- 
ered it to Mr. Minor & Co. @ 22 | 6 for Specie, they had not 
that amount by them at that moment and indeed as the Publicly 
paying such a price would greatly injure their Purchase, they 
said nothing more about it. 

I hear of some late arrivals at South Quay, perhaps by them 
we have some perfect Intelligence from the Islands, but your 
being at the Fountain Head will allow me to communicate only 
what you have first and better Intelligence of. 

Great Britain's obstinacy will I hope be the means of render- 
ing us more great as we need a stimulus to fix us more independ- 
ently. The Stupour which would prevail in our being happy 
too soon I dread more than the consequences of any evil they 
can do us, & in protracting the war we shall be compelled to 
make more solid arrangements internally than at present prevails, 
& we very much want in our State a Branch of your Bank, Its 
consequences would be very advantageous were it only compell 
us to learn a punctuality in the mutual Intercourse between 
man generally too much neglected. I expect it would also draw 
together a great Assemblage of Merchants and the Profits aris- 
ing from it being to revert to its Mother, I see no objection they 
can have but the supposed Injury of every State wanting one, 
which is certainly frivolous. This Bank would be as advantageous 
to the Landed as the Mercantile Interests, and Hope your better 
Judgement of this matter will point out to you the means of 
carrying this into execution. 

With every sentiment of esteem, 

I am, dear sir, your 

James Hunter. 

I shall settle with the Auditors and remit their Warrants to 
your good Steward. 

[Addressed]: The Hon'ble Theoder'ck Bland, Congress. 
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John Banister, Jr., to Col. Theod. Bland, Jr. 

Dear Uncle: 

Having been for some time flattered with a prospect of see- 
ing you in Virginia I have delayed writing on that account, but 
not having heard from home for a considerable time past, and 
being totally unacquainted with your intentions, I cannot, lest I 
should fall under the imputation of negligence which I have but 
too well deserved, delay it longer. It will be impossible for me 
to inform you respecting our friends above being totally in the 
dark with regard them. Various conjectures' have been formed 
here concerning the situation which Congress intends to fix on. 
Many are anxious that this should be the place, but for my part 
I cannot conceive that the advantages would be so great as the 
sanguine tempers of many would induce them to believe. It 
will be a means of introducing luxury which although very bene- 
ficial in a monarchical government has nevertheless been the 
bane of all Republicks whose history we are acquainted with, 
as it is a means of destroying that equality which should ever 
subsist in Governments of that kind. If you have it in your 
power I should be oblidged by a Coppy of the plan of the bank 
at Amstedam and any thing else which you think would be in- 
structing. My love to my Aunt if you please. 

Your affectionate Nephew, 

J. B[anister]. 
August 7th, 1783, W°"Burg. 



James Hunter to Theoderik Bland, 1782. 

Richmond, 20 August, 1782. 
Dear Sir: 

Since my last Mrs. Hunter has rec'ed a Letter from a Lady 
of her acquaintance in Paris whom Dr. Franklin permits to cor- 
respond through him, and I beg your Favour to take the Trouble 
of conveying the enclosed $ first oportunity, and you will very 
much oblige us. It gives me great Pleasure to hear the Dutch 
have entered Spiritedly into the Confederation, their Commerce 
will be far more agreeable to these States than the French, I 
hope it will be cultivated. As I formerly endeavoured at the 
Consulate with the French, I beg your friendly advice with 
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Respect to Holland. I wish to form large European Connections 
& if you think my Heing established in Holland would render 
Service to the Commerce of this State, and the rest generally, I wil 
thank you for your Interposition in my behalf, though I expect 
the Eastern Powers* will never let a Virginian take Post in the 
Commercial Line. I can only affirm that no one will serve them 
with more Fidelity. I have a 20 gun ship in No. Carolina nearly 
ready and if Congress will give me the appointment, she will be 
very conveniently situated for me, and perhaps very useful in con- 
veying either Funds or Dispatches for them. Herein I pray you 
to act as I hope you will always do for 

Your Friend & Serv't, 

James Hunter. 

Be pleased to put a Cover with proper address to Doct r Frank- 
lin, as I am not acquainted with it. 

[Addressed]: The Honorable Theoderick Bland, Congress. 

Governor Benjamin Harrison to . [Virginia 

Delegates in Congress?] 

May 31, 1783. 
Mutiny of Baylor'sf Regiment. 

Virginia. In Council May 31st, 1783. 
Gentlemen : 
A few Days ago an express from Baylor's Regiment delivered 

*The Eastern States. 

t About May 14, 1783, a hundred men of the 1st Regiment of Conti- 
nental Dragoons, Col. George Baylor's, mutinied at their camp on the 
Congaree, S. C, and set out for Virginia, stating that they intended to 
lay their sufferings, lack of clothing and food, before the Legislature. 
General Greene took measures, but ineffectively, to stop or capture 
them, and wrote to Virginia that their complaint about scarcity of food 
was groundless. He comments severely on their conduct, and says: "No 
regiment ever forfeited a fairer reputation." They appear to have 
reached Virginia, but there submitted and consented to march to Win- 
chester, when promised that their grievances would be looked into. As 
the army was so soon disbanded, it is probable that no punishment was 
inflicted. The colonel, George Baylor of Virginia, had served with 
distinction throughout the war and used every effort to prevent the 
mutiny. 
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the enclosed by which you will find they have mutinied, and the 
cause they assign for their conduct. General Morgan & two of 
the supernumerary officers of the Corps were sent the next Day 
to meet them & carry them to Winchester, which we understand 
from Doctor Lee was agreeable to the determination of Congress 
who proposed to order them into the State to be disbanded. 
You will please to lay the Letter before them for their Directions. 
I wrote to the mutineers and sharply repromanded them for their 
conduct, but promised in consideration of their past services to 
overlook it as far as it related to me. They are really a band 
of heroes, who have performed great and meritorious service, 
and I am satisfied would not have taken this rash step if their 
sufferings had not been very great. 

Inclosed you have an open Letter * * * Coulonguac Ano. 

* * * in answer to one wrote to you, which you'l please 
forward with the one to Mr. Maurie. I am with great respect, 
Gendemen, 

Your Mo. ob. h'ble serv't, 

Bent. Harrison. 

P. S. You have inclosed a resolve of the Gen'l Ass. approv- 
ing of a Treaty of Commerce with G. Britain. 



Col. Theod. Bland, Sr., to Col. Theod. Bland, Jr. 

Springfield, June * * '83. 
My dear Son: 

I received yours of the 10th Instant which gave me the 
agreeable account of your' s & Family's health, which God grant 
you a long continuance of, as to myself I thank Providence I 
am in perfect health in every respect, except my foot which still 
continues the same and deprives me entirely of the satisfaction 
of walking and consequently the pleasure of seeing after my 
business, as I can go out in no other manner but in a carriage 
and cant move from place to place without being lifted. As to- 
your affairs at Bevill's I am sorry that I can't give you such an 
account as would be agreeable, he made preparation for a very 
good crop of corn and Tob"and most certainly would have made 
a very fine crop had not the negroes run away w oh was (as the 
rest of the negroes say), without the least cause and Bevill in- 
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forms me the same. Ned, Len and * * all went at the same 
time and has been absent for two * * *. Hannah is now 
lying in and Nanny is under a * * * for the Pox, so that 
Bevill tells me he has at the * * only three hands to work 
which obliges him to turn * * * a part of his crop. Lidia 
we hear is at Cawson's and George is this * * down for her. 
Ned and Len we heard was at Mr. Allan's where they had been 
for a considerable time. I advised Bevill to employ some person 
to go for them, he accordingly imploy'd Abram Ford who re- 
turned without either of the negroes, he says young Mr. Allen 
had given Len a pass to go where he thought proper * * 
he took but Mr. Allen (the old gentleman) expressly forbid his 
being tied, the consequence of which was that Ned made his 
escape before he got two miles from the House, he also says that 
Johnny Allen (in Ned's presence) said he wo' Id be dam'd if he 
was in their places if he would ever go to the plantation again. 
I do not give you this account as a fact, it is the Information I 
have from Bevill which he says he had from Ford * * * the 
House be waiting for the Tob°. 

We have had great raines * * Fortnight past which makes 
very G * * * very bad harvest weather. My wife and 
Nancy sent love to your Patsey & Bob with 

Yr. aff. 

Theo. 

To the Hon ble Theoderick Bland, Esq. , 

Member of Congress, Philadelphia. 



James King to Col. Theod. Bland, Jr. 

New York, 30 July, 1783. 
Sir, — Having done myself the pleasure of writing you three 
different times, since I received your two letters from Princetown 
and supposing they must have miscarried, as I have not been 
favoured with an answer. This goes by Mr. Murray who has 
promised to deliver it. I have now to inform you that after my 
utmost endeavours both before and since Mr. Moons came here, 
to perswade your negroes to return to you I have not succeeded; 
Isaac is gone last Saturday to Port Rossaway, and Kitt is on 
board the Astria Frigate, she is gone to Hallifax, but is daily 
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expected. After I received yours inclosing their pardons I 
waited on them and read your letter and pardon, they seemed 
at first to say they would go in a day or two, when that time 
expired I waited on them when they told me they had altered 
their minds and were determined not to go. I then waited on 
the Commandant to try if I could not force them to go as they 
had promised they would on my obtaining your pardon which I 
produced, but he informed me that if they were not willing not- 
withstanding their promissing I could not compel them unless I 
had waited on him before I wrote you for their pardons and got 
the negroes to return whenever you sent pardons. 

At the time I first wrote you I did not know it was necessary 
to wait on the Commandant with the negroes, neither did I sup- 
pose they would refuse to return provided you promised to 
pardon them. I do assure you I find myself not a little hurt at 
their requesting me to write you for their pardon and not re- 
turning when I obtained it. However it is not in my power at 
present to do any thing more in this matter now farther than 
getting them registered which shall be done. I shall be happy 
to receive an answer. I am sir, 

Your most obed 1 Servant, 

James King. 
The Hon We Coll. Bland. 

The Hon"" Coll. Bland, 

Favoured by Mr. Murray. 



Isaac Miliken to Col; Theod. Bland, Jr. 

Sir, — Since my last have been informed that your negroe Men 
is gone to Port Roseway from the West Indies, the Wench has 
been advertised for sale by a Woman lately, an inhabitant of 
Philad* (as her property), on my application to her was informed 
she parted with the wench, who was no slave, but an apprentice 
and was now at Liberty. I then proposed to hire her but have 
hitherto not been able to get a sight of her. I understand some 
time since they all discovered a great * * * to return could 
a pardon been obtained. You say if power had been sent they 
would have then been compelled to return, it seems a Gent here 
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had wrote on the subject, if I can be useful or on any other oc- 
casion you may freely command, Sir, 

Your Obedient, 

Isaac Mi liken. 
N. York, 23d Aug., 1783. 



Stephen Higginson* to Col. Theod. Bland, Jr. 

Boston, Oct. 6th, 1783. 
D r Sir: 

I arrived here a few days after I left Princetown & had the 
high pleasure of finding family and friends all well, the Legis- 
lature of this State is now Sitting, they have called upon me for 
information as to our public Affairs, I attended them when con- 
vened and gave them a general view of matters touching upon 
the Designs of the Aristocratic Junto in Congress, they appeared 
well pleased with the information & will be, believe me, more 
upon their guard in future as to their plans & insinuations, they 
have taken up the recommendation of Congress' & after some 
debate they determined not to comply with it. A committee is 
appointed to bring ii a Bill granting the produce of an Import 
to Congress, which is to be collected by their own officers & to 
go to the Credit of the State, they will also lay a Tax equal to 
what may remain of their Quota of the Interest on the Public 
Debt & I think they will do every thing in their power to make 
ample provision for the public Creditors in a constitutional & safe 
way. they appear disposed to make every Exertion to Support 
the federal Government & are thoroughly impressed with the 
necessity of Supporting & connecting the Union. I wish every 
State may discover the same dispositions & be ready to make 
like Exertions. I have since my return loaded or rather fitted 
out a brig for James River, to load with Tobacco, she carries 
about 50 hhds. of corn, Rum & 5,000 Dollars in Cash to pur- 
chase her Tobacco. I shall send you a Barrel! of very fine Beef, 
a half Barrell of Tongues, 2 Quintals of fish, a Barrell of Cran- 
berries & some Tongues & sounds, if I can meet any of the 

* Stephen Higginson was a prominent merchant of Boston, and mem- 
ber of Congress from Massachusetts. He was the grandfather of Thos. 
Wentworth Higginson. 
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Captains who will have Credit to land the things at your house & 
to advise with you as to the proper person of whom to purchase 
his Tobacco, perhaps- she may get there before you do, which 
renders it necessary for you to send directions to some person to 
receive & take care of those things. Pray give my best respects 
to Mrs. Bland and all inquiring friends, that every thing agreeable 
may attend you & her is the earnest wish of Sir Your Friend & 
very humble Serv't. 

[Signature cut off.] 

To Hon"'" Theoderic Bland, Member of Congress, Princetown. 

[Endorsed in pencil]: Stephen Higginson. 
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(continued from VIII, 309.) 



1776. Dec. 23. Harwood. Col. William, for flints & paper furnished 
Warwick Militia, £1. 2. 6. 

Harrison, Henry, for a Rifle sold Capt. Dillard for his Minute Comp'y, 

5. o. o. 

Hester, James, for one Gun sold Capt. Jas. Anderson for his Do., 

6. o. o. 

1777. Jan'y 3. Harvey, Richard, for pay, &c, Quarter Master Serj't 
in the 2d Bat'n of Min. Men, 9. 16. o. 

20. Hansford, Edward, and others, for Work at the Forts, Ports- 
mouth, 78. o. 3. 

Harris, Thomas, for 1 Drum & Fife for his Comp'y, Prince George 
Militia, 3. o. o. 

27. Holland, Capt. Robert, for pay & forage for Isle of Wight Mil'a 
to nth inst. then disch'd, 252. 4. o. 

Hansford, Lewis, for Copper pans & flints for Ditto, 5. 7. 6. 

Harrell, Ezekiel, for three Rifles for Capt. Fleni'g Bates' Comp'y, 
Cherok. Exp'n. 16. o. o. 

Feb'y 5. Hill, Edward, for bringing arms for King and Queen to 
Williamsburg, o. 15. o. 

Hoffler, Capt. William, for pay, forage & Rations of his Mint. Comp. 
to Dec. 27 inclus., 103. o. 11. 

Hewitt, William, for plank for the Battery at Gloster, 6. 13. 9. 

6. Hawkins, Capt. Moses, for 6 Guns, &c, for his Comp'y Mint. 
Men, 23. 17. o. 



